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340 Rev. R. J. MAPLETON-On a Cist at Poltalloch. 

While every man is his own architect, the result is a sorry 
hut; but if every man who finds a stick or a stone brings it to 
a builder, he may help to raise a goodly cairn. I have brought 
you some pebbles and drift, which are but rubbish till sorted. 
If put in their places, these waifs and strays may help builders 
and architects who construct theories out of rubbish and old 
bones. If you accept my rubbish, and use it, you will do me 
great honour. The catch-words, the keynotes to this harmony 
of popular tales I take to be " Continuity " and " Evolution." 
No big work of any kind is. ever done without combination: it 
would take many able workmen and much hard labour to gather 
and to make good use of current oral tradition, even in the British 
isles. No single man, be he Solon in wisdom and Hercules in 
strength, is fit to accomplish the whole work in a life as long as 
that of Methusaleh. If the work be worth doing, let us 
combine. 

When my friend Col. Lane Fox asked me to read you a paper 
abaut the migrations of popular tales, to last for half an hour, I 
knew that the task had kept me working half my life, and that 
I could not yet see half the size of it. 

I hope that I have now said enough to show you what a 
gigantic many-headed dragon of a subject has to be fought and 
conquered before you can hope to taste the golden fruit of this 
tree of knowledge, and drink a draught from the weary well at 
the world's end. 

The following note was then read by Dr. A. CAMPBELL, Vice- 
President: 

XXVII. Note on a CIST with ENGRAVED STONES On the POL- 
TALLOCH ESTATE, COUNTY OF ARGYLL, N. B. By the Rev. 
R. J. MAPLETON. 

IN the glen that extends from Loch Awe to the Crinan Canal 
are several sand- and gravel-banks rising among the moss, in 
many of which cairns and cists have been found. One such 
gravel-bank contains a very interesting cist. It is skirted on the 
east by moss, and on the west by reclaimed pasture-land, which 
was loose moss about forty or forty-five years ago; at that time 
the bank was trenched for the purpose of planting, and it is 
now occupied by a small plantation. 

There are remains of the cairn; but as some houses were built 
on the spot, it is not easy to ascertain the limits or size of the 
cairn. The situation of the plantation is in the middle of the 
flat extent of land between Callton Mor, the residence of Mr. 
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Rev. R. J. MAPLETON-On a Cist at Poltalloch. 341 

Malcolm, of Poltalloch, and the village of Kilmartin. Three 
cists were found at the time of trenching, one of which was 
partly destroyed, and all that deserves mention of it is that the 
side slabs were grooved to admit the end slabs. The second 
cist is situated nearer to the north edge of the cairn, about 22 
or 23 feet distant; the cover of this had been partially rolled 
away some years back, and probably the urn, if there was one, 
was then removed. This cist also had grooved sides like the 
other; but altogether it was a more finished and neat structure 
than cists usually are. Its position was N.E. and S.W. The 
outside measurement was 5 feet 6 inches long, the cover being 
10 feet by 4 feet; the inside measurement was 4 feet 4 inches 
long, 2 feet 2 inches wide, and 4 feet 3 inches deep. The chief 
feature in this cist is, that instead of the usual rough pavement 
of pebbles or broken stone, there was a fine slab at 1 foot 
9 inches from the top, of the same length as the cist, viz. 4 feet 
4 inches, but not quite so wide, being only 1 foot 9 inches. 
The spaces were neatly filled in with pebbles. The whole 
structure was very neat. It contained burnt bone, but no 
implements or weapons. 

The third cist is placed to the south of both these, 27 or 28 
feet from one, and 5 feet from the other; apparently it occupied 
the centre of the cairn. A supposed Fig. 11. Fig. 12. 
"Ogham" stone (fig. 11) was found at n 

the east end, and another stone, with 
marks like the shape of bronze celts (fig. 
12), at the west end. These axe-heads 
are very perfect in shape and beautifully 
executed, though worn at the edges and 
points. They show most evident marks 
of tools, which seem not to have been 
iron, and probably not flint; most likely 
they were bronze tools; yet flint would 
have produced them. They are very 
shallow, but not mere outlines; for the whole of the inside space 
is tooled away. Nothing can be gathered from the edges: they 
have the appearance of having been chipped away, and not cut 
cleanly; but this may be the effect of time and abrasion. Were 
these intended merely as representations of axes instead of the 
axe itself? Their position and combination seem to point to 
their having been symbols; if so, were the axes used as letters 
instead of the more usual eastern form of arrows? or are these 
some modification of cuneiform letters ? 

On another stone there occur about ten or eleven artificial 
" pits," each the size of a fourpenny piece. They are much worn, 
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342 HODDER M. WESTROPP-On the Irish Tribal System 

but clearly artificial, and are irregularly placedj although very 
close together. 

It is evident that both the east and the west stone are of the 
nature of inscriptions. Can any light be thrown upon them? 
No pottery, no flint, no charcoal, no burnt bone; but there 
were evident signs of an unburnt body having been placed there, 
from the very dark and unctuous clay on the pavement. The 
men who first peeped into the cist complained of a close bad 
smell. Some of the stones of the pavement are coated with 
a dark greasy substance. 

DIscussIoN. 
Col. LANE Fox suggested that the axe-shaped markings (fig. 12) 

were probably moulds in wnich copper or bronze celts had been cast. 
The figures are not merely incised otutlines, but the entire area 
within the outline has been worked away, so as to form a shallow 
depression corresponding in shape and size to a common flat form 
of celt. If this were the case, the stone must have originally lain in 
a horizontal position when the moulds were used. 

The speaker was not disposed to regard the markings on the 
other engraved stone (fig. 11) as an Ogham inscription, because 
the horizontal strokes were confined to one side of the fleasg, while 
the Ogham letters extend somne to the right and some to the left 
of the vertical base-line. 

ORDINARY MEETING, April 12th, 1870. 
PROFESSOR HUXLEY, LL.D., F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 
New Members.-Dr. BONAVIA; Dr. CARL SEMPER, of Wiirz- 

burg, Honorary Foreign Member; a-nd Lieut. S. P. OLIVER, 
R.A., Corresponding Member. 

The following paper was read by the Honorary Secretary: 
XXVIII. On the TRIBAL SYSTEM and LAND-TENURE in IRELAND, 

under the BREHON LAWS. By HODDER M. WESTROPP, Esq. 

As the land-system in Ireland is engaging much public atten- 
tion at the present moment, a short notice of the tribal system 
of land-tenure in Ireland in the early and primitive times may 
not prove unacceptable. 

The social condition of the early Irish people was patriarchal 
and pastoral. The Brehon laws, which enable us to realize the 
society in its prehistoric state, and the frequent number of the 
raths, or homesteads, enclosed by a ditch and rampart for the 
protection of flocks and herds in the wide pasture-grounds, am- 
ply testify to this. 
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